
I want to thank my wife and children for their support.  Mr. Rotella and Mr. 

Decker for giving our Library Team the opportunity and resources to do what’s 

best for kids.  The Board of Education for understanding the vital role libraries 

play in instruction, they always support our initiatives. 

Two years ago we brought in Judy, Mary and Bill to assess the state of the library 

program at OCS.  Based on their recommendations we improved many areas from 

staffing, collection development, facilities and programs.  I have learned a lot 

from them and thank them for their support. 

As we began to build our program a common theme emerged, communication 

and collaboration.  We looked to bring people and buildings together, to build a 

successful library program we had to make sure we were not working in isolation. 

- Established monthly meetings with our library team to discuss common 

themes and connections across grade levels/buildings. 

- Worked collaboratively with building principals and Assistant Super for 

Business to develop and (3) Year Library Plan/.  (Budget for a Plan, not plan for a budget) 

- Promoted library staff teaching literacy skills in the context of classroom 

content.  A lot of collaboration with teachers on podcasting, wikis, 

online book reviews on our website and OPAC. 

- We worked in partnership with building principals and administration to 

ensure library staff participated in school initiatives, grade level 

planning, department and faculty meetings.  This has lead to an increase 

in collaboration during reading, technology, and library instruction time. 

- Robin, Ellen, and Maureen are key contributors to our K-12 

Communication Collaboration Committee, District and Building 

Technology Committees and participate in BOCES workshops and 

conferences.  Robin and Ellen are leaders for our Family Reading Night 

program. 

I want to thank Ellen Pristash, Robin Hess and Maureen Kissane for consistently 

demonstrating their commitment to our students and doing what’s best for kids. 

scamille
Typewritten Text
SLS Administrator/Advocate of the Year AwardMay 13, 2009

scamille
Typewritten Text
Robert Sauro, Director of Technology, Onondaga Central School District2009 Administrator/Advocate of the Year Award Recipient




